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Habib University Entrance Examination 
 

 
 
 

Introduction: 
 

The Habib University Entrance Examination is an important tool used by the University to 
assess the academic skills of applicants for undergraduate programs. The purpose of the 
entrance examination is to assess the readiness of high school students to take on 
college/university level work. 

 

This document provides details of the test, a list of resources you can use to prepare for 
these examinations, and some sample questions. 

 
 
 

Entrance Examination for all the Applicants of Habib University 
 

Habib  University’s Entrance  Examination  is a  computer-based  standardized  test  from  College 
Board,  the  world  leader  in  student  assessment.  The Entrance Examination assesses  your  
English  reading  and sentence-formation skills, your ability to express your thoughts in writing, 
and competence in Mathematics (based on the program that you have applied for). It is 
mandatory for all applicants, except those who qualify for the test exemption based on their SAT 
I and SAT II scores or Grades as per the details given in the section of ‘Exemptions from HU 
Entrance Examinations’. 

 

 

The test has the following characteristics: 
 

 It is administered online 

 It is a multiple-choice test (except for the essay section) 

 No negative marking 

 It adapts to your level of ability* 
 
 

*The test uses computer-adaptive testing technology to select test questions that are best suited 
for each test taker; i.e., the test will give you questions based on how you have performed on the 
questions up till that point. 

 

Habib University administers the test at its campus in Karachi. In other cities, it is administrated 
at the identified spaces under the supervision of HU team. 

 
 
 

English Component of the Entrance Examination (Same for all the degree 
programs) 

 

Accuplacer Reading 
 

The Reading Comprehension section is a multiple-choice assessment. There are approximately 
20 questions in the Accuplacer Reading portion of the exam. These questions assess your ability 
to derive meaning from a range of prose texts and to determine the meaning of words and 
phrases in short and extended contexts. Passages on the test cover a range of content areas 
(including literature and literary nonfiction, careers/history/social studies, humanities, and
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science), writing modes (informative/ explanatory, argument, and narrative), and complexities 
(relatively easy to very challenging). 

 

Four broad knowledge and skill categories are assessed: 
 

 Information and Ideas (reading closely, determining central ideas and themes, 
summarizing, understanding relationships) 

 Rhetoric (analyzing word choice rhetorically, analyzing text structure, analyzing point of 
view, analyzing purpose, analyzing arguments) 

 Synthesis (analyzing multiple texts) 

 Vocabulary 
 

 

Accuplacer Writing 
 

The Accuplacer Writing section is a multiple-choice assessment. There are approximately 20 
questions in this section. These questions assess your ability to revise and edit a range of prose 
texts for effective expression of ideas and for conformity to the conventions of Standard 
Written English sentence structure, usage, and punctuation. Two broad knowledge and skill 
categories are assessed: 

 

 Expression of Ideas (development, organization, effective language use) 

 Standard English Conventions (sentence structure, usage, and punctuation) 
 

 

Essay Writing 
 

The Essay Writing section will ask you to write a five-paragraph persuasive essay 
(approximately 350–500 words) on the given topic. You will not be allowed to use a dictionary 
or other outside resources, but you may use plain scratch paper to plan your essay and write 
your rough draft(s). 

 

You will be provided with an essay prompt. An essay prompt is a short passage adapted from 
some authentic text. Following the passage is an essay assignment that requires the student 
to focus on the issue addressed in the passage. Prompts are free of technical or specific 
literary references and do not require specialized knowledge. The prompts are designed to 
stimulate critical thinking and are relevant to any number of fields and interests. The essay 
gives you an opportunity to show how effectively you can develop and express your ideas in 
writing. You should support your position with appropriate reasoning and examples. 

 

The position you take will not influence your score. Your essay will be given a holistic score 
that represents how clearly and effectively you expressed your position. The following six 
characteristics of writing will be considered: 

 

1.   Purpose and Focus: 
The extent to which you present information in a unified and coherent manner, 
clearly addressing the issue. 

 

2.   Critical Thinking: 
The extent to which you communicate a point of view and demonstrate 
reasoned relationships between ideas.
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3.   Organization and Structure: 
The extent to which you order and connect ideas. 

 

4.   Development and Support: 
The extent to which you develop and support ideas. 

 

5.   Sentence Variety and Style: 
The extent to which you craft sentences and paragraphs, demonstrating control 
of vocabulary, voice and structure. 

 

6.   Mechanical Conventions: 
The extent to which you express ideas using standard written English 

 
 
 

Mathematics Component of Entrance Examination for the Applicants for the 
School of Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences (AHSS) 

 

All applicants applying for AHSS have to take the Arithmetic exam. It is a multiple-choice 
assessment. There are approximately 20 questions in the Arithmetic portion of the 
exam. This section will assess your ability in the following areas: 

 

 Ability to add, subtract, multiply, and divide whole numbers and fractions; recognize 

equivalent fractions and mixed numbers; take squares and square roots. 
 Ability to add, subtract, multiply, and divide decimal numbers; recognize equivalent 

fractions and decimal numbers; take squares and square roots of decimal numbers. 

 Solve word problems involving percentages. 
 Ability to estimate sums, differences, products, and quotients of fractions and 

mixed numbers; order fractions, decimals, and percentages and round numbers. 
 Ability to solve word problems involving rates, ratios, proportions, averages, 

graphs and tables 
 
 

 

Mathematics Component of Entrance Examination for the Applicants of the 
Dhanani School of Science and Engineering (DSSE) 

 

There are two types of Mathematics test for DSSE. Applicants are required to take one 
test depending upon their Mathematics background 

 

 
 

1.   Mathematics Test for the Applicants WHO HAVE STUDIED Mathematics at 
A level/HSSC/High School 

 

Advanced Level Mathematics is mandatory for all the applicants of the School of Science and 
Engineering (SSE) who have studied Mathematics at their High School i.e. during A level, HSSC, 
High School Diploma or any other equivalent qualification. Students qualifying for test 
exemption based on SAT II Math (II) Scores will be exempted from this test.
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Components of Advance Level Math 
 

It is a multiple-choice assessment. There are approximately 20 questions in this portion of the 
exam. This section will assess your ability for selected mathematics content. Questions will 
focus on a range of topics, including a variety of equations and functions, including linear, 
quadratic, rational, radical, polynomial, and exponential. Questions will also delve into some 
geometry and trigonometry concepts. In addition, questions may assess a student’s math 
ability via computational or fluency skills, conceptual understanding, or the capacity to apply 
mathematics presented in a context. The following knowledge and skill categories are 
assessed: 

 

 Linear equations 

 Linear applications 

 Factoring 

 Quadratics 

 Functions 

 Radical and rational equations 

 Polynomial equations 

 Exponential and logarithmic equations 

 Geometry concepts 

 Trigonometry 
 

 
 

2.   Mathematics Test for the Applicants of School of Science and Engineering 
WHO HAVE NOT STUDIED Mathematics at A level/HSSC/High School 

 

Advanced Level Math component of the Entrance Examination is mandatory for all those 
applicants of the School of Science and Engineering (DSSE), however, applicants who have not 
studied Mathematics at A level/HSSC/High School but want to pursue Computer Science 
degree (this category may include applicants from pre-medical or general science background) 
will have to appear for the basic Arithmetic component first (Refer to page 4 for Arithmetic 
component description). These students are required to take preparatory Mathematics classes 
in June and then have to appear for the Advanced Level Math component in July. 

 
 
 

Time required to complete the Entrance Examination 
 
The maximum time allotted to complete all sections of the entrance examination is 3.5 hours.  

 
 
 

Exemption from the Habib University Entrance Examinations 
 

There are two possible ways to get an exemption from the HU Entrance Examination. You 
may select one as per your planning and performance.
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SAT based Exemption 
 

You may be exempted from the Habib University English Assessment if you have taken the 
SAT I and your score is 1270 or above (You need to have a minimum score of 600 or above 
in each component). If you have not appeared for the English writing section in SAT I, you 
will have to take the Essay section of our Entrance Examination. If you are applying for the 
DSSE, you can also petition for exemption from the Habib University Advanced Level Math 
section by submitting the SAT II Mat II score of 600 or above. You should submit your SAT 
scores using SAT score code 7344 through College Board. Please remember to send your 
SAT score to admissions@habib.edu.pk as well. 

 

High Grade Exemption 
 

This option is applicable only for the students of Cambridge Examination Board (CEB) and 
Aga Khan University Examination Board (AKU-EB). If your grades are high as per the criteria 
mentioned below then you can apply for this exemption. 

 

 AKU-EB students can get exemption from the Entrance Examination if their average SSC        
& HSSC score is 85% or above. 

 
 CEB students can get a test exemption from the Entrance Examination if their average 

score in eleven subjects of O & A levels is 85% or above and no grade is lower than a B. 
 

*All Science and Engineering applicants can avail Grade based Exemption for the English Component of their Entrance 
Examination only. They need to take a short Habib University’s Advanced Level Mathematics Test or submit SAT II Math II 
scores. 

 

 
 

Guidelines for Test Day 
 

Following are a few guidelines for the test day: 
 

 Your test will be conducted at Habib University. On test day, please reach the University 
at least half an hour before test time so that you can register yourself and get acquainted 
with the place. 

 

 You are not allowed to bring anything on the test day except your Habib University. 
Admit Card, your CNIC/B-Form/ Passport or any other picture identity with you. 

 

 As soon as you reach the University, register yourself and get your test voucher(s) and 
seat number from the registration team. The registration team will further guide you 
to your test venue. 

 

 Applicants appearing for the Advanced Level Math section are required to bring their 
own scientific calculator. Calculators will not be allowed for students appearing for 
the Arithmetic test. 

 

 If you bring a cell phone, you will be asked to turn it off and submit it to the 
registration team before entering the examination room. The university will 
bear no responsibility for any loss of any cellphone or any other item. 

 

 Stationery for the test, including pencils, erasers, sharpeners and scratch papers, will 
be provided to you by Habib University. You do not need to bring any stationary
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Resources to Prepare for the Entrance Examination 
 

As with any exam, studying for Habib University’s entrance tests is an important part of the 
preparation process. Students are encouraged to examine the areas mentioned as being part of 
each of the respective tests as well as they can. 

 

Prepare like you would for any standardized test. If you need assistance, enlist the help of test 
preparation centers present everywhere in the city. You will also find a plethora of free and fee- 
based test prep services on the internet. Please note that Habib University does not endorse or 
sponsor any test preparation center or online prep program, free or otherwise. The resource 
listed below are merely provided as a service to our students. We assume no responsibility for 
the content. 

 

Websites 

https://www.khanacademy.org/ 

http://www.testprepreview.com/ 
http://www.testprepreview.com/ 

 

http://www.math.com/ 

http://www.chompchomp.com/ 

http://www.grammar-monster.com/ 

*www.google.com - In the search box, type ―ACCUPLACER practice. You will find several websites 
that provide practice material 
 
 
 
If you wish to take up a book to study for the test, we advise you to review the subject material 
for the specific areas that will be assessed. There are several reliable test prep book publishers 
out there, including the College Board. Visit your nearest bookstore for more information. 
 
There are multiple mobile apps that can help you prepare for standardized tests. In fact, the 
College Board publishes one for preparation for its ACCUPLACER test that students might find 
particularly useful. It is available for both Android and iOS devices. Search for the College Board 
in the app stores applicable to your device. 
 
Now that you have an idea of what the test is and how it works, take some time to review 
some of the sample questions provided in this booklet.

https://www.khanacademy.org/
http://www.testprepreview.com/modules/graphs.htm
http://www.testprepreview.com/modules/mathematics3.htm
http://www.math.com/
http://www.chompchomp.com/
http://www.grammar-monster.com/
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WITH ANSWER KEY
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WritePlacer®
 

 

This test measures your ability to write effectively, which is critical to academic success. 
 
Your writing sample will be scored on the basis of how effectively it communicates a whole message to 

the readers for the stated purpose. Your score will be based on your ability to express, organize and 

support your opinions and ideas, not the position you take on the essay topic. The following five 

characteristics of writing will be considered: 
 

•   Focus — The clarity with which you maintain your main idea or point of view 
 

•   Organization — The clarity with which you structure your response and present a logical 

sequence of ideas 
 

•   Development and Support — The extent to which you elaborate on your ideas and the extent to 

which you present supporting details 
 

•   Sentence Structure — The effectiveness of your sentence structure 
 

•   Mechanical Conventions — The extent to which your writing is free of errors in usage and 

mechanics 
 

 
 

WritePlacer Sample Topic 
 

Prepare a multiple-paragraph writing sample of about 300–600 words on the topic below. You should use 

the time available to plan, write, review and edit what you have written. Read the assignment carefully 

before you begin to write. 
 

 

Some schools require each student to participate in an organized school sport chosen by the student. 

People at these schools argue that athletics is an important part of the educational experience and that 

there should be a rule requiring participation. Others argue that students should be free to decide whether 

or not they wish to participate in organized school sports. Write an essay for a classroom instructor in 

which you take a position on whether participation in organized school athletics should be required. Be 

sure to defend your position with logical arguments and appropriate examples. Your essay must be 300– 

600 words in length.
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Answer Key: 
 

 
 

 

 

Reading Answer Key 

 1 B 

2 A 

3 D 

4 D 

5 B 

6 D 

7 A 

8 B 

9 C 

10 D 

Writing Answer Key 

 1 D 

2 D 

3 A 

4 C 

5 A 

6 C 

7 A 

8 A 

9 C 

10 D 

Arithmetic Answer Key 

 1  D 

2 D 

3 A 

4 C 

5 C 

6 A 

7 C 

8 D 

9 B 

10 C 

Advanced Level 

Mathematics Answer Key 

1 D 

2 A 

3 A 

4 B 

5 A 

6 C 

7 B 

8 B 

9 D 

10 A 


